Dear visitors,
Welcome to the 9th International festival of chamber music Convivium
Musicum.
Another Festival is ahead of us and another opportunity to give
attention to a form of artistic music that is perhaps the most distinguished by its
diversity and opportunities for different presentations. Chamber music is the
one we are celebrating for the ninth year in a row and whose power and potential
we are pleased to present to you.
Four festival evenings await us, in which you will have the opportunity
to hear artists, ensembles and works that cannot be heard live so often in our
city. In accordance with the initial idea of the Festival, each of the four concerts
will bring you something new, a premiere. The official opening will be graced
by the performance Italian Clarinet Quartet - an ensemble performing for the
first time in Serbia, while the second evening will mark the performance of
ladies from the Austrian ensemble Trio Immersio. The third festival evening
brings us for the first time the harp instrument combined with string instruments
and piano, and is reserved for our Festival ensembles Convivium Musicum, who
on this occasion consist of three local artists with guests from Greece, Romania
and Great Britain. We end the Festival with a multimedia concert and joint
sounding of accordion, piano and percussion, which will be presented by the
domestic ensemble Spectrum.
Our Festival would not be what it is without your support. The usually
great festival atmosphere and the success of the event is reflected in your arrival,
applause and smiling faces after the concerts, and for that we are immensely
grateful. We hope that this year's program will please your taste, fulfill your
expectations and that you will really enjoy our celebration of chamber music.

Organizational team of the Festival

Monday, 19th September 2022
First Kragujevac Gymnasium
20 h

ITALIAN CLARINET QUARTET
(Italy)
Giovanni Punzi, Clarinet
Calogero Presti, Clarinet
Gianluigi Caldarola, Clarinet
Giuseppe Gentile, Bass Clarinet

Antonio Vivaldi: Trio sonata La Folia
I Adagio – Andante – Allegro
II [no tempo indication] - Adagio - Vivace - Allegro - Larg[h]etto - Allegro
III Adagio – Allegro

Johann Sebastian Bach: Concerto Italiano BWV 971
I Allegro
II Andante
III Presto

Giacomo Puccini: Crisantemi
Pietro Mascagni: Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana
Enrique Granados: Capricho Espanol
Isaac Albeniz: Tango
Isaac Albeniz: Sevila
Claude Debussy: Cortege from Petite Suite
Thierry Escaich: Tango virtuoso

Tuesday, 20th September 2022
First Kragujevac Gymnasium
20 h

TRIO IMMERSIO
(Austria)

Vira Zhuk, violin
Mariam Vardzelashvili, piano
Irene Kok, cello

Franz Schubert: Trio No.1 in B-flat major, D. 898
Allegro moderato
Andante un poco mosso
Scherzo. Allegro
Rondo. Allegro vivace

Bernhard Gander: Flancing Flamingo

Wednesday, 21st September 2022.
First Kragujevac Gymnasium
20 h

Festival ensembles CONVIVIUM MUSICUM
Lenka Petrović, harp (Serbia)
George Hlawiczka, violin (United Kingdom)
Aleksandra Milanović, violin (Serbia)
Maria Coltatu, viola (Romania)
Filip Tomić, cello (Serbia)
Theodosia Ntokou, piano (Greece)

Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann: Harp Quintet in C minor, AV.
24
Allegro moderato
Adagio
Allegro

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Piano Quartet in G minor, K.478
Allegro
Andante
Rondo

Thursday, 22nd September 2022.
First Kragujevac Gymnasium
20 h

Ensemble SPECTRUM
(Serbia)
Luka Lopičić, accordion
Dušan Grozdanović, piano
Aleksandar Radulović, timpani
Ivan Marjanović, timpani
Marko Perić, percussion
Aleksandar Korać, electronics and
video projections coordinator

Gustav Holst: The Planets, Op. 32
Mars, the Bringer of War
Venus, the Bringer of Peace
Mercury, the Winged Messenger
Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity
Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age
Uranus, the Magician
Neptune, the Mystic

BIOGRAPHIES OF PERFORMERS:

ITALIAN CLARINET QUARTET

Italian Clarinet Quartet is formed by four Italian players who work in
important European Orchestras. Giovanni Punzi (Principal Clarinet at Teatro
Massimo Orchestra, Palermo), Calogero Presti (Principal Clarinet at Berner
Symponieorchester), Gianluigi Caldarola (Principal Clarinet at Opera Royal de
Wallonia, Liege) and Giuseppe Gentile (Principal Bass Clarinet at Finnish
Radio Symphony Orchestra) are among the finest representants of the Italian
clarinettists’ generation. They have been performing in the most important
Festivals and working with the major European Orchestras. The Quartet's
members are also among the winners of several International Clarinet
Competitions. As very dedicated teachers, they regularly teach and give
masterclasses in Italian Conservatories and Music Universities worldwide.

TRIO IMMERSIO

Described as 'The blooming power of Viennese elegance' by the Times of
Malta, Trio Immersio, one of Vienna's top chamber music ensembles, is a
unique blend of young energy and unconditional devotion to music. Concert
activities have brought this multi-cultural ensemble with members from
Ukraine, Georgia and The Netherlands to 20 countries on four continents,
including tours of Japan, the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Tunisia e.t.c.Trio has
performed at prestigious venues such as the Musikverein Wien, Wiener
Konzerthaus, RadioKulturhaus Wien, Royal Danish Opera, and has been a guest
of the Carthage festival in Tunusia, the 30th Morelia Festival in Mexico… Trio
has been distinguished with a number of awards and prizes including the Brivio
Sforza Award of Le Dimore del Quarteto as one of the best ensembles of
2019, the prestigious 'New Sound of Austrian Music' award of the Austrian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs given to select musicians to bear the honor of
representing the musical culture and traditions of Austria all over the globe. The
intimate bond that Trio has with the musical culture of Vienna is particularly
expressed in their interpretation of works by J. Haydn, L. Van Beethoven and
F. Schubert. Trio promotes chamber music as a lifestyle and believes in full
immersion into the sound world of vivid emotions, colors and ideas. Their
particular authenticity and sincerity has gained them special connection with the
audiences in Europe, North America, Asia and Africa.

FESTIVAL ENSEMBLES CONVIVIUM MUSICUM

Lenka Petrović started learning to play the harp when she was eight years old.
She graduated harp at the Academy of Arts in Novi Sad in the class of professor
Staša Mirković Grujić in 2017. She completed her master's studies at Juilliard
in the class of Nancy Allen, solo harpist of the New York Philharmonic. She
won the first prize at the prestigious 20th International Harp Competition in
Israel in 2018 and is the first winner of this prize from Serbia. Since 2019, she
has been the solo harpist of the Concerto Budapest symphony orchestra in
Hungary. As an avid soloist, she is dedicated to performing medleys of
traditional harp repertoire and transcriptions of works not originally written for
the harp, revealing the wide possibilities of the instrument. She performed in
Israel, China, the United States of America, Russia, Argentina, Italy, Hungary,
Croatia and Serbia, Also, she performed at the Young Talents Concert at the
World Harp Congress in Hong Kong in 2017.
George Hlawiczka is Artistic Director of I Maestri, an orchestra he foundedin
2001 in London, and organizes an extensive concert series in London. As a
violinist George Hlawiczka was a member of the English Chamber Orchestra
from 1999-2008 and now pariciates in project with the Les Arts opera with
Lorin Maazel and Zubin Mehta. He is an active chamber musician, performing

with pianists Karin Lechner, Luis de Moura Castro, Ratimir Martinovic, cellists
Jian Wang, Luis Zorita, Alexandre Debrus, violinists Sarah Chang, Dmitri
Sitkovetsky, violists Nobuko Imai, Maxim Rysanov and clarinetists Joan Enric
Lluna. He has performed at the Norfolk Chamber Music and the Aspen Music
Festival, Colorado, with the Lincoln Centre Jupiter Players in New York and
recorded for Radio Scotland, Germany and Luxemburg. He toured Germany
with the Budapest Chamber Orchestra, performing Vivaldi's 'Four Seasons'. He
just returned from Mumbai where he played chamber music with Dmitri
Sitkovetsky and friends and has been invited to lead the Symphony of India for
the next two years in their September and February season and tours.Future
concerts include recitals in Hartford, USA with Luis de Moura Castro and in
Maastricht with Peter Coelen. He also participates in chamber concerts as in
May when he will perform Dvorak quartet and Bartok Contrats in Lisbon with
the Darcos Ensemble. He has performed several concertos, including Berg,
Beethoven, Brahms, Prokofiev, Bartok, SIbelius and Respighi. He will record
the Respighi and Skalkottas Violin Concerto, both of which are neglected
masterpieces. In June he will also perform Walton's Violin Concerto in a concert
to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. He graduated from the Utrecht
Conservatoire, studying the violin with Wiktor Liberman and Philippe
Hirshhorn before completing the Advanced Soloists' course with Yfrah Neaman
at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.
Aleksandra Milanović is active as a professor, soloist, chamber and orchestral
musician. She completed her undergraduate and master's studies at the FMU in
Belgrade in the class of prof. Milutin Kosanović. She is currently a doctoral
student, also at FMU, in the program of Performing Arts - violin, in the class of
prof. Maria Spengler. She attended master classes with Dejan Mihailović, Igor
Ozim, Sergej Kravčenko, Paul Gulda, Minch Minčev, Gordana Nikolić... She
participated in NOMUS, BEMUS, Koma, Organ Days Festival, Composers'
Tribune, Mokranjac’s Days, Ohrids summer festival, Saxperience Saxophone
Festival, BUNT Festival and many others. She is active as a chamber musician,
and also is a member of the NBO, the Muzikon chamber orchestra, the
Schlesinger chamber orchestra, the Mokranjac string quartet. Aleksandra has
collaborated with the BKO Ljubica Marić, the String Orchestra of St. Djordje,
Metamorphosis ensemble, Žebeljan orchestra. Since 2006, Aleksandra has been
a member of the Belgrade Philharmonic. She is employed at the Faculty of Arts
and Philology in Kragujevac as an assistant professor for the artistic field of
String Instruments - Violin.

Maria Coltatu started her musical education in Romania as violinist and violist
and later decided to pursue musical career as a violist. After beginning her
studies in Transilvania university on music, Maria moved to Hamburg
(Germany) where she finished her Bachelor degree with highest remarks at
Hamburg Hochschule fur Musik under professor Marius Nichiteanu. Upon
receiving her Bachelor degree in Hamburg Maria returned to Romania where
she continued her professional studies at Bucharest National Music University
with professor Marian Movileanu. She was actively participated at
masterclasses with some of leading violin and viola professors like Brunno
Giuranna, Liviu Prunaru, Alexander Sitkovetsky and collaborate with leading
national orchestras in Romania such as Nation radio orchestra, Romanian
National youth orchestra, Pitesti Philharmonic orchestra, Paul Constantinescu
Philharmonic orchestra, Comic opera Bucharest and National Opera House
Bucharest. Her passion for different genres of music led her to forming MUSE
string quartet with whom she performed on some of the biggest stages in
Romania and shared stage with some of the best-selling artist in Romania and
abroad like Goran Bregovic, Inna and many other.
Filip Tomić completed his primary and secondary music education in
Kragujevac. He finished high school in the class of prof. Boža Saramandić at
the age of fifteen, and at the age of sixteen he moved to Moscow, where he spent
two years at the Academic Music College of the Moscow Conservatory. In
2009, he enrolled studies at the Moscow Conservatory in the class of prof.
Alexei Seleznyov. Since 2012, he has been a student at the High School of
Music and Dance in Cologne, where he completed his master’s studies. He also
obtained a master’s degree at the Academy of Arts in Novi Sad in the class of
prof. M. Miletić. He completed his doctoral studies in 2019 in Detmold, in the
class of prof. Ksenia Janković. During his schooling, he won numerous awards
at domestic competitions. The first prizes at the “Ars Nova” competitions in
Trieste and “American Protégé” in New York stand out from the international
ones. In December 2012, he performed with the Ho Chi Minh Opera Orchestra
(Vietnam). He has also performed as a soloist in Seoul (Korea), Ingolstadt and
Munich (Germany), Vienna (Austria), Brno and Prague (Czech Republic),
Plovdiv (Bulgaria), Kharkov (Ukraine), Brussels (Belgium), Paris (France). He
participated in the festivals “Dani muzike”, “Barski ljetopis” and “Accordion
Fest” (Montenegro), OKTOH (Kragujevac) and “Euro-Med Youth Music Expo
Festival” (Cyprus).

The Greek pianist Theodosia Ntokou, started piano at the age of twelve and
went on to graduate with honours from the National Conservatory of Athens.
She continued her studies with Laszlo Simon at the Universität der Künste
Berlin and simultaneously received her Postgraduate Degree from the Franz
Liszt Academy of Budapest. Theodosia completed her Master's Degree with
Russian pianist Oxana Yablonskaya at the University of Hartford. Praised by
BBC Music Magazine as "dramatically poised”, “Classically aware”,
“emotionally supple”, and “Refreshing", Theodosia Ntokou has established her
presence in the classical music scene with great performances and
interpretations. In January 2021, Martha Argerich and Theodosia Ntokou,
recorded a Beethoven album, which was released by Warner Classics for
Beethoven’s 250 years Anniversary, which acclaimed excellent reviews. LA
Times wrote, “refreshes as though the “Pastorale” were bathed in a crystalline
mountain stream”. Theodosia Ntokou is the protégé of Martha Argerich. The
friendship, mentorship and guidance that Theodosia received from the
legendary pianist Martha Argerich, since they first met in 2009, has been a great
inspiration and has led her to new paths in her career. Martha Argerich has
spoken about Theodosia as an «Excellent, extremely talented, enthusiastic
musician and a brilliant pianist with a very generous temperament. « Theodosia
has performed in many Festivals such as the Festival Pianistico Brescia e
Bergamo, the Progetto Martha Argerich, the Ravello Festival, the Athens &
Epidaurus Festival, the Martha Argerich Hamburg Festival, the Rossini Open
and has performed with top orchestras and conductors around the world.

ENSEMBLE SPECTRUM

The idea of forming the "Spectrum" ensemble came to be as a result of a
successfully completed Ph.D. artistic project of accordionist Luka Lopičić, who
is also the founder of the ensemble. The ensemble is designed so that it does not
have a permanent composition that participates in every project, but consists of
several talented vocal and instrumental performers who are hired depending on
the project that needs to be realized. The only instrument that is represented in
each project is the accordion, considering that one of the goals of the ensemble
is to promote artistic music for ensembles with accordion. The specificity of the
"Spectrum" ensemble is also reflected in the aspiration to make chamber music
concerts as close as possible to the form of a theatrical spectacle by introducing
additional content at the concerts, skilfully linked to the idea of the musical
piece being performed (for example scenography, electronics, video
projections, lighting design etc.). Even if the concert program is made up of
several different compositions, the effort is to find some common thread that
connects those compositions, which can serve as a continuous dramaturgical
line of a performance. In today's time, which is the time of audio-visual
sensations, a concert concept such as this attracts the audience much more and
keeps their attention, and also leads to a greater interest of the audience in art
music. The compositions that make up the repertoire of the "Spectrum"
ensemble are chosen by project, and are usually, either a unique orchestral piece
rearranged for an ensemble with accordion, or a new piece originally written for
the selected ensemble and the chosen idea for the project. The first project of
this ensemble, called "Planets", presents a multimedia performance of Gustav
Holst's “Planets” in a special arrangement that was created and adapted for a

non-standard chamber ensemble - a quintet, consisting of accordion, piano,
timpani, percussion. In addition to the chamber ensemble on stage which is
performing a reworked work by Holst, this multimedia performance also uses
original electronic music, as well as occasional video projections. The coauthors of the electronic music on this project are: Vladimir Korać and Luka
Lopičić, and the actor Aleksandar Jovanović, director Marija Barna-Lipkovska
and cameraman/editor Mikloš Barna-Lipkovski participated in the visual
segment.

Festival organizer:
Citizens association "CONVIVIUM MUSICUM"
Organizing team:
Jovana Radovanovic
Filip Tomic
Ljubica Guzvic
Anja Lazarevic Kocic
Katarina Lazarevic Sretenovic
Ivana Bajčetić Antonijevic
Maja Radivojević Slavkovic
Stefan Adamović
Milos Dasic
Bojan Matic
Design:
Lazar Jaglicic

www.conviviummusicum.com
fb.com/conmuskg
convivium_musicum

